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the points invariably insisted on by my Father
was tthe sanitary conditions and arrangements in
hotels and cities; and I have no doubt that the
vast improvement which has taken place in this
respect in the succeeding years was more due to
him than to any other individual. He used to
receive accusations and threats from hotel-keepers
and syndics, and always replied that, if they would
furnish proof of amendment, he would alter his
remarks, but not otherwise.
On one occasion I remember Mr John Delane,
the famous Editor of the 'Times,' on his return
from a journey abroad, telling my father that
he had been present when an altercation was
going on between a landlord and a man who
claimed special privileges on the ground that he
was Mr Murray of the Handbooks. Mr Delane
intervened and said, *Mr Murray happens to be
a friend of mine, and you are not he/ H^ there-
fore assisted in turning the impostor oxit of the
house. Henry Reeve, in his Memoirs, writes,
* My stay at Vienna displeased me mightily; but the
last two days of it were rendered more agreeable by
the very welcome company of John Murray fils. 1 wish
he had arrived sooner, for he is a very agreeable person,
and the most thoroughgoing sightseer who ever trod
the deck of a packet-boat.'
In 1829 he visited the chief places of interest
in Holland, Belgium and North Germany, includ-
ing Weimar where he had the interview with
Goethe described in an article which he wrote for
Murray's Magazine, on * The Origin of the Hand-
books/ . This article I have, in consequence of
several enquiries, added as an appendix to this